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Topic: Smart city. Modern urban governance – utopia, dystopia, or wise planning? 

In an era of rapid technological change and growing environmental challenges, the importance of modern 

urban governance continues to increase. What visions of the future are being shaped by smart cities? 

During the lecture, a critical assessment of urban projects based on data-driven systems, automation, and 

algorithmic processes will be discussed. The talk will explore both the potential of such cities to support 

sustainable development and the risks they pose in terms of increased control and surveillance. 

 To discuss: 

 1. What is modern urban governance about? 

2. Current challenges of urban development. 

3. Utopia: The dream of perfect cities (The cases of Line City in Saudi Arabia, Songdo in South 

Korea, etc) 

3. Dystopia: technology vs human? What about our freedom? 

4. Wise planning: A balanced approach to urban development 

  

 

 


